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Big wheel for the Big Apple 

Mammoet moves in on the New York skyline 

 

In New York City, Mammoet is working on the construction of the New York Wheel project. This consists of a 

giant observation wheel which will change the iconic skyline of the “city that never sleeps”. The wheel is destined 

to become one of the city’s great landmark attractions, alongside the Statue of Liberty and the Empire State 

Building. Upon its expected completion in 2017, it will be the world’s largest observation wheel measuring 190.5 

meters tall.  

 

As early as the beginning of 2014 Mammoet got involved in the preparations for engineering and construction. In 

May 2015, work started on the foundations and preparation of the building site for the construction of the wheel 

and terminal building. Located on the northeastern side of Staten Island (St. George), it will be visible across 

New York. The wheel will feature 36 iconic pods, each of which can carry up to 40 people. Each ride is due to 

last approximately 38 minutes and will provide a maximum of 1,440 people at a time with unparalleled views of 

New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty and the Manhattan skyline. The wheel is expected to attract as many as 

30,000 visitors per day and an estimated 4 million visitors per year.  

 

Richard Marin, President and CEO of New York Wheel LLC states: “We are pleased to have such a competent 

heavy-lifting and wheel erection partner such as Mammoet working with us on this important project. Their 

experience and expertise are invaluable to the project overall.” 

Mammoet have formed a joint venture with Starneth BV to create Mammoet-Starneth LLC. This company is 

responsible for the design and construction of the New York Wheel. Starneth is a Dutch engineering company 

specialized in the design and construction of Giant Observation Wheels and Structures. Mammoet will engineer 

the multiple erection procedures, procure all the necessary parts from all over the world and construct the entire 

wheel. In total Mammoet will be erecting 10,000 tons of steel. Construction is expected to start in April 2016. 

 

“It is with a sense of great pride that Mammoet is taking on the New York Wheel project. It is always a privilege 

to work on projects like this which leave their mark on a city’s skyline”, says Jelmar de Vries, Managing Director 

Mammoet USA. 

Mammoet is the world’s largest service provider specializing in engineered heavy lifting and transport. The New 

York Wheel will be yet another example of Mammoet’s work on iconic city structures across the globe. Among 

the many previous successes are the erection of the London Eye (England, 1999), the placement of Unilever’s 

new headquarters on top of its existing factory in Rotterdam (The Netherlands, 2003), and construction of the 

Dubai metro system between 2006 and 2008. 
 
Following page: artist impressions of The New York Wheel 
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Mammoet 

 

Mammoet helps clients improve construction efficiency and optimize the uptime of plants and installations. For 

that purpose, we provide solutions for lifting, transporting, installing and decommissioning large and heavy 

structures. 

 

We believe our business is about time: uptime, turnaround time and time to market. To our customers, time is 

the currency that matters most. That’s why we strive to bring their deadlines forward. It’s an integrated, daily 

effort shared by everyone at Mammoet, in every aspect of our services: creative engineering, careful planning 

and safe delivery. 

 

Our services are focused on the petrochemical and mining industries, civil engineering, power generation and 

offshore projects. The logistic challenges in these industries are growing daily. Factors such as remote locations, 

harsh climates and a strong emphasis on the environment are constantly driving us towards smarter and safer 

solutions. Mammoet’s services in engineered heavy lifting and transport comprise: 

 

- Heavy lifting services 

- Heavy transport services 

- Plant turnaround / shutdown management 

- Site-wide construction services 

- Modular construction 

- Factory-to-Foundation / logistics 

- Emergency response & wreck removal 

- Decommissioning of onshore and offshore installations 

- Trading in new and used equipment worldwide 

 

For over two hundred years, we’ve been known for the unique capability of our state-of-the-art equipment. But 

it’s the trust of our clients that has brought us where we are today. Their confidence inspires 5,000 Mammoet 

professionals to give it their all each day and truly make a difference in projects all over the world. 

 

Editors - for more information please contact:  

Theo Kroese 

Mammoet Global Support B.V. 

Director Marketing & Communication 

Tel.: +31 88 6502 333 

Mob.: +31 6 23 102 232 

E-mail theo.kroese@mammoet.com  
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